NORTH WEST DONEGAL SHORE ANGLING MAP

1.
BALLYNESS PIER. Spinning in channel on last hour of ebb and first two hours of flood tide for seatrout. Bottom fishing for flounder and float fishing at high water for mullet and small coalfish.

2.
BALLYNESS STRAND. Surf fishing for flounder, dabs, seatrout and coalfish. Most productive at Ray River Mouth especially after a northerly gale. Odd bass are a possibility in Autumn.

3.
DOROS POINT. Spinning from rocks on flooding tide for mackerel (in season), pollack, coalfish and occasional seatrout. Bottom fishing over sand for dabs, flounder and codling. Distance casting produces dogfish and occasional ray.

4.
TRAMORE STRAND. Surf fishing for flounder, dabs, codling and coalfish. Ray can be taken at night during calm spells in Summer. Occasional bass may also be encountered in Autumn.

5.
DUNFANAGHY. Spinning in main channel for seatrout. Bottom fishing at low water for flounder. Surf fishing on beach after an easterly gale for dabs, flounder and coalfish. Occasional bass may also be taken in Autumn.

6.
BACK STRAND. Spinning from pier, in Faymore River Channel for seatrout. Bottom fishing for flounder and float fishing for mullet. Ground baiting for the latter species is essential. Two hours either side of low water is most productive.

7.
DOE CASTLE. Spinning from rocky outcrop at rear of castle for seatrout. Bottom fishing for flounder. One hour either side of low water most productive.

8.
DOWNINGS PIER. Bottom fishing at high water for dogfish, flounder, dabs and occasional plaice. Fishing close to the pier for conger, especially at night. Float fishing for mullet, small coalfish and pouting. Spinning for mackerel in Summer.

9.
DERRYCASSIN. Spinning from several rock platforms for pollack, coalfish and mackerel. Bottom fishing over sand for dogfish, flatfish and occasional ray. High water best.

10.

POLLMORE. Rock fishing over very foul ground for pollack, wrasse, mackerel and dogfish.

11.
DOAGH. Fishing over patchy ground from point of north west facing rocks for wrasse, pollack and mackerel.

12.
TRA‑NA‑ROSSAN‑BAY. Bottom fishing into deep water over sand from rock platform on south west side of the bay for ray, dabs, dogfish and gurnard. Spinning for pollack, mackerel and occasional seatrout. Steep climb down from road. Surf fishing on the beach for coalfish, flounder, dogfish and occasional ray. Rock fishing over very foul ground on the north eastern shore for conger, pollack and mackerel. Ray and dogfish at distance over sand.

13.
MELMORE HEAD. Spinning from rock ]edges on western side of point for pollack, coalfish and mackerel in season. Float fishing for wrasse. These rocks can be dangerous in large sea swells after westerly gales. Long walk from car park.

14.
BALLYHIERNAN BAY. Rocks and weed to east but cleaner ground on western side of stream. Fishes best after a northerly gale for codling, flounder, dabs and coalfish.

15.
GLASHAGH STRAND. Steep‑to shingle beach. Rocky on eastern side but clean at western end. Fishes best in Autumn after a northerly gale for codling, dabs and flounder.

16.
FANAD HEAD. Spinning from finger of rock on northern shore over very foul ground for pollack, coalfish and mackerel. From the rocks to the south of the lighthouse, spinning accounts for pollack, mackerel and seatrout. Fishing close to the rock produces wrasse and coalfish, while distance casting over sand turns up dabs, dogfish and codling.

17.
PORTSALON. Spinning for mackerel and small coalfish from the pier. Bottom fishing for dabs, plaice, flounder and dogfish. Night fishing is most productive. On spring tides the area around the pier dries out.

18.
RATHMULLAN. Spinning for mackerel in Summer from the pier. Bottom fishing close to the pier for conger and over sand for flounder and dogfish. Occasional tope and ray can be taken while distance casting. Night tides are most productive.

BAIT

A.
BALLYNESS BAY. Lugworm on banks of river channels. Razor fish can be dug at the extremity of spring tide strips. The area around Ards Point being most productive.

B.
DUNFANAGHY. Lugworm and small white ragworm south of channel.

C.
CREEVAGH. Lugworm on banks of channel. Crab around base of rocks.

D.
TRABEG. Lugworm very deep in sand. Single digging most rewarding. Some white ragworm. Sandeel and odd razor fish on spring tides at waters edge during low tide.

E.
CARRICKART. Lugworm on banks of channel adjacent to village and to south of Island Roy. Clam also present.

F.
CARROWKEEL. Lugworm on mudflats north of caravan park. Clam also present.

NOTE:‑ There is some rock fishing for pollack, wrasse, conger and mackerel on Horn Head between points 4 and 5, especially to the South West and South East. Access, however, to much of this area is both difficult and dangerous. Local advice should be sought before attempting to fish there.

It should also be noted that a State Licence is required for seatrout fishing.
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