
It was again another fantastic season on the Erriff – the 
catch of 374 salmon the previous year was surpassed by a 
rod catch of 528 – back to the good old days when the 10 
year average was 525 per season.  It was a fantastic year 
fly fishing with 96% of salmon taken on fly – this was an 
increase of 8% on the previous season when 88% of fish 
caught were taken on fly.  If spinning had been allowed 
then the rod catch would have easily reached 800 salmon 
for the season.  However, it was not all about numbers as 
catching a salmon on fly is much more rewarding for the 
angler.

The run of Spring salmon started with the first fish 
passing through the counter in early April and the Spring 
run continued into June.  It was noted that the fish were 
a good average size with fish recorded up to 108 cms.  
Catches varied according to weather conditions and 
angling pressure on the river – overall the river was not 
heavily fished during this period.  The best catch for the 
Spring period must go to Seamus Nee from Athlone who 
on May 28th caught  2 Springers of 10 lbs and 15lbs in the 
Willow Pool which were sportingly released. Seamus lost 
two more in the Colonel’s Pool and the Sea  Pool on the 
same day.

The grilse started to arrive in June and once again we saw 
a vast improvement in the average size of fish.  The grilse 
run peaked in the last week of July and continued right 
into September.  The top rod during this period must go to 
regular visiting French angler Gerard Garnierwho caught 
16 salmon in the first week and 2 in the 2nd week.  Gerard 
compared one of his days on the Erriff to fishing in Russia, 
catching 9 grilse on the 19th July with 3 fish from Beat 1 in 
a morning session and another 6 on Beat 9 in an afternoon 
session.  Andrew Beattie, a regular UK visitor, once again 
beat his personal best of 11 by catching 13 grilse and 6 
sea trout for the week – 10 of the grilse were sportingly 
released.

It was a spectacular sight to see so many salmon enter 
the Fishery.  Salmon could be seen jumping continually 
at Aasleagh Falls right throughout July, August and 
September.  Almost 50% of the rod catch of 528 salmon 
were released by anglers with the remaining 268 retained.

2012 First Fish Reward

Once again in order to encourage more anglers to compete 
for the first salmon we are offering the following incentive 
for 2012 for anglers staying in the Lodge or Cottages. 
Fishing is free until the first fish is caught. If the first fish 
is caught in the first 3 weeks of April we are offering one 
night’s B&B plus dinner for two at Aasleagh Lodge or a 
Cottage week at half price. If the first fish is caught in 
the last week of April we are offering either dinner for 
two or bed and breakfast for two to the successful angler.  
If the first fish is not caught until May we are offering a 
free day’s fishing on the Erriff to the angler. If the fish 
is photographed and released we will throw in a side of 
smoked salmon!  Last year’s winner was local angler Peter 
Coyne who caught the 1st fish on the 5th of May. 

Stephen Ward (UK) playing a fish in the Falls Pool in July.
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Month Salmon Sea Trout
2010 2011 2010 2011

April 0 0 0 0
May 1 6 5 0
June 8 36 15 55
July 153 120 114 83

August 78 172 25 95
September 134 194 101 58

Total 374 528 260 291

Monthly Rod Catches 2011

The Table below shows the monthly salmon and sea trout 
catches on the Erriff for 2010 and 2011 

Mandy Broughton (UK) with a fresh-run July fish of 9lbs.

Sea Trout Research

The Sea Trout Research continued on the river with the 
downstream trap on Tawnyard Lough put into operation 
during the months of March, April and May - a total of 91 
days.  The trap was serviced up to 4 times a day depending 
on the downstream movement of migrating fish which 
was greatly influenced by water temperatures and water 
levels. The following are the downstream fish movements 
in 2011:

Month Sea Trout    Salmon                       
Kelts Smolts    Kelts Smolts

March 129 31 10 0
April 326 482 2 645
May 141 1715 0 199
Total 596 2228 12 844

SUMBAWS Project

Some of the 20,000 salmon smolts which had been 
released into the Coronation Pool on Beat 8 in April 2010 
returned as grilse in the summer of 2011 and significantly 
boosted the angling catches on the lower beat. In all a 
total of 54 “ranched” salmon were caught by anglers.

Fish Counter

The counter was operated from January 1st through to the 
end of the season.  The following are the verified recordings 
for the year to the end of December, with comparative 
figures for the previous year.

Month Salmon Sea Trout
2010 2011 2010 2011

January 0 0 0 0
February 3 1 0 2

March 0 3 2 1
April 2 10 2 3
May 2 208 1 37
June 17 219 835 813
July 591 346 1247 558

August 1054 1308 263 494
September 987 1121 356 229

October 323 300 131 100
November 55 16 19 23
December 8 4 3 0

Total 3042 3536 2859 2260



Local Adaptation Experiment Update

An electofishing survey of the Glendavock River was 
undertaken in September 2011 by UCC, IFI and Marine 
Institute personnel.  Tissue samples for DNA analysis (a 
small piece of tail fin was removed and the fish returned 
alive to the river) and parentage identification were 
obtained from approximately 600 0+ parr. The genetic 
analysis was carried out in UCC. The genetic results 
show that approximately 50% of the fish sampled were 
introduced to the river as part of the experiment; the 
remainder were the progeny of salmon that spawned in 
the river naturally.  Preliminary results from the parentage 
assignments show no apparent differences in the survival 
rates or size between the progeny of the local Erriff fish 
and the progeny of the non-native Burrishoole fish at the 
population level; however there are substantial differences 
observed among salmon families sampled.  

It is still early in the study and relative freshwater 
performance of the different experimental groups will not 
be known until the origin of the smolts expected in spring 
2012 and 2013 can be determined.  Some test trapping 
is currently being conducted in order to ascertain if an 
autumn run of pre-smolts from Tawnyard Lake exists.  

In some rivers, autumn migrating parr, from headwater 
streams, can be an important contributor to local stream 
production. Monitoring of smolts migrating from Tawnyard 
will commence in March 2012. A parallel study, comparing 
the relative fitness of the progeny of local Burrishoole and 
in this instance non-native Erriff fish, is ongoing in the 
Burrishoole system.

No. of Salmon Caught on Each Beat 2011
Beat No. of Salmon % of Total
Tawnyard L. 3 0.6
Above Beat 1 4 0.7
1 10 1.9
2 17 3.2
3 29 5.5
4 30 5.7
5 44 8.3
6 66 12.5
7 35 6.6
8 38 7.2
9 252 47.7
Total 528 100

David Gaffney (Dublin) with a July grilse off Beat 9

Michel Winthrop (France) with a nice grilse from Beat 9.

Bernd Gregan (Germany) about to release an 
early Erriff springer from Poleen on Beat 4.



Salmon Caught by Method 2011

The chart below shows the proportion of fish caught by 
different methods in 2011

Drying Room

The drying room which was constructed adjacent to the rod 
room in Aasleagh Lodge in 2010 again proved invaluable 
to anglers and other groups availing of outdoor activities 
in the area. The drying room is fitted with two radiators, a 
dehumidifier and clothes racks etc.  It has again operated 
very successfully with up to 2.5 litres of water removed 
from guests clothing overnight.  Clothes are both dry and 
warm the following morning – it is welcomed by all staying 
in the Lodge & Cottages.

Angling is not the only outdoor activity in the area, with 
everything from hill walking and mountain climbing to 
surfing, kayaking and cycle tours, so the lodge is now well 
equipped to cater for all participating in those activities in 
inclement weather.

Country 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

R.O.I. 36% 39% 43% 48% 42%

N. Ireland 9% 7% 11% 9% 8%

UK 33% 40% 28% 25% 23%

France 14% 9% 7% 10% 15%

Germany 4% 2% 9% 5% 6%

Other 4% 3% 2% 3% 6%

Heaviest Salmon 2011
Name Date Pool Method Wt. (lbs)

Seamus 
Nee

28 
May

Willow 
Pool

Fly 
(Cascade) 15 (R)

Niall       
Wickham

12 
Aug

Washing 
Pool 

Fly 
(Cascade)

14.1

Anthony 
Luke

5 Sep Coronation 
Pool

Willie Gunn 
(F)

13 (R)

Herve        
Rodrigue

12 
Aug

Falls 
Pool 

Fly 
(Cascade)

12.25

Conor 
O’Leary

8 
June

School 
House

Fly 
(Cascade)

12 (R)

Bernd      
Gregan

28 
May

School 
House 

Fly 
(shrimp)

  12 (R)

Enda 
Kenny

16 
Sep

Willow 
Pool 

Shadow
Shrimp (F)

  12 (R)

Donal 
Chambers

11 
Aug

Gowlan’s 
Pool 

Fly 
(Cascade)

  12 (R)

Arthur    
Muckian

18 
Sep

Colonel’s
Pool 

Fly 
(shrimp)

  12 (R)

Michel    
Winthrop

14 
Sep

Falls 
Pool 

Lady 
O’Hara (F)

  12.0

Gerard 
Garnier

18 
July

Altamont’s 
Dam

Fly 
(Cascade)

11.25

William Tindal (Wicklow) was delighted with his 
first ever Erriff salmon.

Nationality of Visitors

The table below shows the nationality of visiting anglers 
over the last 5 years. 

  (R) = Released



Success For New Anglers on the Fishery.

Several groups of anglers visited the Fishery for the first 
time this season and most had success.  Indeed many 
anglers caught their first ever salmon whilst fishing the 
Erriff this year.

Angling/Casting Courses 2012

It is intended to organise a few Angling/Casting Course 
weekends on the Erriff during the 2012 season. There 
will be an introductory course to flyfishing for beginners, 
as well as further courses introducing the basic skills of 
salmon fishing. There may also be a course aimed at lady 
anglers.  The courses will be conducted by Mark Corps 
APGAI, and will include accommodation, meals and all 
tuition. 

Available Salmon Surplus for 2012

The run of wild salmon in the Erriff and Delphi rivers is 
determined from counter and rod catch data respectively 
each year. The most recent five year data is used by the 
scientists to predict the salmon run in the following year. 
The years of 2010 and 2011 saw a significant improvement 
in the Erriff salmon run. Killary Harbour is regarded as a 
common estuary and the salmon surplus is divided between 
the Erriff and Delphi rod fisheries and the Killary draft net 
fishery. The available surplus for 2012 is 751 salmon, a 
small decrease from the 2011 surplus of 807 salmon. The 
2012 surplus will be allocated between the rods on both 
rivers and the Killary draft nets before the commencement 
of the season. An increased salmon surplus in future years 
can be expected if salmon runs continue to improve.

New Rates for 2012

We are delighted to be able to offer reduced rates for 
fishing and accommodation for next season, as well as 
new package rates for short breaks. 

For 2012, we are offering 2 short break options:

2 Nights B&B, 1 Dinner and 1 Day Salmon Fishing  
€199 pps

3 Nights B&B, 2 Dinners and 2 Days Salmon Fishing 
€349 pps

These special rates for short breaks are available 
throughout the season, and with the Erriff only 3 hours 
from Dublin now thanks to road improvements, offer great 
value for a quick getaway. 

See our Rates page for full details of prices for 2012.

Acknowledgements  

It is not possible for Aasleagh Lodge to function without 
the dedication and commitment of all staff.  A very special 
word of thanks goes to Mary, Martin Joe and Donavin all 
of whom are vital to the efficient running of the Lodge and 
fishery.  Many thanks also to Eamon, Frank & Barry who 
helped out in the Lodge during the season. 

We wish to extend a special word of thanks to Inspectors 
Arthur O’Malley and Walter Butler, and their staff for all 
the protection work carried out during the year.  Walter 
has taken on the Ballinakill District since Arthur retired in  
March. We also thank Michael Kane and his staff on the 
Rural Social Employment Scheme and the FÁS Staff for 
the general maintenance and improvement of the Lodge 
grounds and maintaining angling access on the river.

Mary marked a milestone this year when she received an 
award for 25 years service in fisheries, first with the Central 
Fisheries Board, then the Western Regional Fisheries 
Board, and now with Inland Fisheries Ireland. Her award 
was presented at a special staff day in Athlone on the 21st 
of October. Congratulations Mary!

Mary was presented with her award by the CEO of Inland 
Fisheries Ireland, Dr. Ciaran Byrne, and the Chairman 

Brendan O’Mahony.

Retirement

Arthur O’Malley has retired after 
26 years service with the Western 
Regional Fisheries Board and later 
Inland Fisheries Ireland in the 
Ballinakill District. Arthur together 
with his staff have been carrying 
out protection duties on the Erriff 
and have contributed in no small 
way to maintaining the runs of 
salmon and sea trout into the 
many river systems in the District. We wish Arthur many 
years of health & happiness in his retirement.



ERRIFF RATES  2012

River Erriff Angling

April Ist – May 11th: €45 per rod per day. €200 per week – 6 days.

May 12th – June 30th: €60 per rod per day. €300 per week – 6 days.

July 1st – Aug. 31st: €70 per rod per day. €400 per week – 6 days.

Sep.1st – Sep. 30th: €60 per rod per day. €300 per week – 6 days.

Derrintin Lough (Brown Trout)    €30.00       Half day €20.00

Tawnyard Lough (Salmon & Sea Trout)  €50.00    Half Day €30.00

Aasleagh Lodge Accommodation

Weekly Half Board* 7 Nights  (ensuite) €650pps

Daily Half Board* (ensuite) €100pps

Bed & Breakfast (ensuite) €60pps

Bed & Breakfast (standard room) €45pps

Bed & Breakfast (triple ensuite) €50pps

Single Room Supplement €10/night

Killary Suite Supplement €20/night

Dinner €40             

Packed Lunch €10

*Half Board includes Full Irish Breakfast and Evening Meal.  

PPS - Per Person Sharing

Short Breaks

2 Nights B&B, 1 Dinner, 1 Day Salmon Fishing    €199 pps

3 Nights B&B, 2 Dinners, 2 Days Salmon Fishing  €349 pps

Cottage Rates

(Self Catering, Property Rental only, Electricity extra)

Jan. 1st to June 30th: €350 per week.

July 1st to Aug. 31st: €600 per week.

Sep. 1st to Sep. 30th: €500 per week.

Oct. 1st to Dec. 31st: €350 per week.

Short term breaks and long term lettings available.

Deposits required upon acceptance of booking and are non-refundable.

Accommodation & Fishing: 50% deposit on booking.

Balance: Payable one month in advance of arrival date.

Enquiries

Contact James Stafford, Aasleagh Lodge, Leenane, Co. Galway, Ireland.

Tel: +353 (0) 95 42252   

Fax: +353 (0) 95 42361 

E-mail: erriff.fish@iol.ie 

Web:   www.aasleaghlodge.ie

P/N: IFI/2012/1-0451-007


