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THE ESKE FISHERY

The Eske fishery consists of the 5km River Eske and the 900Laugh Eske. The
Lough and River are amongst the most picturesque in Dosegalmong the Blue
Stack and Tawnawully Mountains. Few fisheries caasbeuch a beautiful backdrop to
fish against. The fishery is noted for its spring salhgritse, sea trout and char and it

is also a productive brown trout fishery. The lough also helas trout, though these
have been rarely fished for as a target species. Sdaatngling is at its best from late
July onwards. Salmon fishing can be good from ‘Easter’ to theoktite season with
large double figure salmon present throughout the season. Witmgnd@ielopment
work catches have improved in recent years. There has dédensive work on the fishery such as habitat
rehabilitation, construction of a fish counter and theatooea of a fish pass on the Lowerymore River which has
virtually doubled available spawning habitat for salmon. Thedrymore River above the pass has been seeded with
unfed salmon fry for a number of years. In 2005 the firghede fish returned and for the first time, salmon redeie
recorded on the Upper Lowerymore River. A dedicated Anglingr€dras been built on the shores of the Lough next
to Harvey’s Point Hotel which services the anglers needbdokings, Permits, Licences, boat hire etc. Season: The
Angling Centre opens on the week prior to Easter anéslos September Bnclusive.

‘ IMPORTANT 2007 SEASON NEWS! I

The Eske Fishery is one of the fisheméssed for Angling for Salmon and Sea Trout (over

40cm) for 2007for conservation reasons. Angling for the brown Trout &ad Trout under
40cm (up to 2vlb approx) is unaffected. Any Salmon or largeTseut (over 40cm) caught
by accident are to be returned immediately and carefutlyetavater.

ANGLING ON LOUGH ESKE

Spring salmon are present in the Lough from March to the énkdeoseason.
Grilse arrive into the Lough from June onwards with thékpéahe run occurring
fairly evenly spread from July to the end of the season.nidia run of sea trout
occurs from July on although the some bigger sea trout arenpriesthe Lough
much earlier than this. The sea trout average %lb but eas lbig as 6lb. The
brown trout average Yzlb but there are good numbers of trabeidz to 2%2lb
bracket with the odd fish up to 4%lb plus. The biggest brown taught in
X recent years was John Doherty’s 9Ib 40z fish which was caugthie fly.

Angllng on the Lough is by boat only (no shore fishing allowed) asmdisbare limited to 2 anglers per boat. 5
boats are available for hire for visitors from the Anglingn€@e. In the interests of safety all anglergst wear a
floatation device. Anglers should motor cautiously round ama marked by a buoy. These are placed in the more
dangerous areas but not every rock can be marked. Cautidmised for anglers who do not yet know the lough.

Good drifts for salmon include the long drift along the saeaht shore from the Salmon Rock to the point
opposite Roshin Island. This includes the famous ‘Ridge’ whés just offshore where the Lowerymore River enters
the lough. The drift close inshore along the northwest sfiore north of Moylederg Island to the mouth of the
Corraber River in Dog's Head bay is also productive. Saloammappear all over the lough however as do the Sea
trout. Noted drifts for sea trout include the two drifientioned above. Also the drift running from O’Donnell’s Islan
to the mouth of the Eske River can be good when the wind/gsalale. Ross Dhu point can be good at times. Other
notable drifts include the shore running north east from éyégvPoint Hotel and the east shore running south from
The Sod bay. This bay, Dogs Head and McNulty's Bay are gogslfbasea trout. Also the large bay in front of the
Angling Centre can be productive for sea trout and als@rown trout. When fishing this bay anglers should only
travel at oar speed in the northern half of this bayesiincas numerous large rocks just under the surface!

Fly-fishing and trolling are the most popular methods fdmea with the fly accounting for most sea and
brown trout. No prawn or shrimp fishing is allowed. Popftiies on the lough are: Silver Doctor, Bibbio, Connemara
Black, Claret Bumble, Green Peter, Octopus, Dabblenso(sshades) and Wet Mayflies during the summer. Wet
Daddy Longlegs in various shades seem to fish well franmser to the end of the season. Sizes 8 to 12 should suffice
for most conditions. The brown trout often show a liking fiesfwith orange or yellow (summer) in their makeup. The
most popular lure for trolling is a Silver or Silver &U#&! Toby.




ANGLING ON THE RIVER ESKE

Salmon run the river from March to the end of the seasdnthé peak of the grilse
run occurring in the months of July, August and September.nfdin sea trout run
is from July onwards. The Eske Anglers and the NortherndRabFisheries Board
have recently improved access along the river and have alswign wheelchair
friendly access at the Mill Pool. The river is dividedidt beats with 2 visitor rods
permitted on each beat.

Popular stretches of the river include Timony's Turn to tiieRdol on the
outskirts of Donegal Town (beat 4), below and above Miss JenniggeBin the
Middle section of the river (beat 2) and at the Eel WeimTdownstream of Lough Eske Bridge (beat 1). Fly fishing
and spinning are the most popular angling methods on theyfislepending on water heights. No prawn or shrimp
fishing is allowed. For spinning a Flying ‘C’ in varying cots or a Blue and Silver Devon are the most effective baits
on the river. Popular flies include the Fiery Brown, Jacbatider, Donegal Blue, Dark Mackerel or any of the shrimp
patterns such as Curry’'s Red Shrimp, Foxford ShrimpAetinking line is usually preferable early in the season to
fish the fly deep until the water warms when a floating Will be used for most fishing. A sink tip is useful whiee
river is running a little high or on some of the faster flowjropls to stop the fly ‘dragging’ near the surface. Most
anglers fish a single handed rod since the river is not wid2’ or 12’ 6” double handed fly rod can be an advantage
due to the extra power if playing a good fish in high water

ESKE ANGLING CENTRE

The Eske Angling Centre is located on the south western shauxaigh Eske next t
Harvey’s Point Hotel. Permits and Licenses are is$tmd the centre and bookin
for boats and beats can be taken for fishing both the LangdRiver.

Season:The Angling Centre is open from Monday of the week precegasger to the [
30" September. s
Hours of Busines: The Angling Centre is open from 9am to 1pm, 7 daysek
during the season.

Permits:

Adult Day Permit on River - €30
Juvenile Day Permit - €12
Weekly Permit (7 days) - €150
Boat with 1 angler (Lough) - €50
Boat with 2 anglers (Lough) - €80
Boat & Engine - €40

Licenses: You must have one of the following Salmon & Sea Trout State
licences if you wish to fish for salmon or sea trouttlom Eske Fishery: A full
year state licence €128Ballyshannordistrict year licence €60, a 21day-licence
€48, a day licence €34, or a juvenile full year licence €20.

2006 SEASON REPORT

April.

The fishery opened on the L @pril for the Easter weekend. Conditions were good over tseieek with
good water in the river. The levels then fell away over hird tveek to low water levels by the"™2Levels remained
low to the end of the month except for a small fresh on tfe/ 26". The month was fairly quiet despite the good
water levels with only 4 visiting anglers fishing. No salmaare recorded just fair catches of brown trout.

May.

The month brought many days of good water on the river excephd second week of the month that gave
low water levels. Despite the good conditions, only 3 visitinglexrs fished for the month. The first salmon of the
season was recorded by local angler John Hanna caught or"thEh&Cfish weighed 11lb and was caught on a Toby
spinner from ‘The Ridge’. Albert Johnston recorded a 7Ib salraoght on the Zion the troll from Ard-na-Mona.
Anthony O’Malley Daly had a good day on the"2%ith 2 salmon caught. The fish weighed 7 and 12Ib and were
caught on a Toby spinner from ‘The Ridge’. Average weight lofia caught for the month being 9.25Ibs.




June.
The month was once again very dry and gave very low watatitions for the whole
month except for a slow rise to good levels by tHE. B the 26' the river was back to
low levels. Only 13 visiting anglers fished for the montlonzhe river and 11 on the
Lough. Despite all the low water conditions there was a gaodf spring fish. It was
amazing to see fresh sea-liced fish well up the rivertatabk at sections of bed rock
with trickles of water running over them that constituteslriver! That double figure
salmon physically navigated the river in these conditiorsimaressive. Average size of caught salmon for the month
was 9.54Ibs.

David Martin recorded a 12lb salmon caught on tH&fidm the Lough. Anthony O’Malley Daly recorded
salmon of 5% and 12Ib caught from the Lough on tieakdthe fly also recording an 8lb fish the following day also
caught on the fly from the Lough. Albert Johnston accouraed fish weighing 8, 9 & 9%2Ib caught on a spinner. Best
fish of the month was John Hanna’s 15lb salmon caught onyth@fh the Lough (McNeely’s) on the %20n the
23 John Wilson recorded a 12lb salmon caught from the Lough pin@es. John Doherty accounted for a 7Ib grilse
caught on the fly from ‘The Ridge’. On the"™2@ohn Hanna accounted for a 7Ib grilse caught on the Loughfly.

July.

July was very dry once again this year. We received onljloné which occurred on thé"&nd gave us good
water until the 12. The rest of the month the fishery was at very low leviéie. month was understanderbly quiet with
only 12 visiting anglers fishing, 7 on the Lough and 5 on the rivkere were a number of sea trout and salmon
recorded from the Lough but with no great angling attendaratehes were not high. Nmbers of sea trout ascending
the fishery were disappointingly low. Liam McAuley and Aidri®'Donnell fishing in the same boat recorded 3
salmon to 11lb caught on the Lough on th8 88urning 2 of these.

August.

August was fairly dry as well with low levels for theegter part of the month. We did not receive a good flood
until the 3d" which raised the fishery to high levels by the last afahe month. 27 visiting rods fished for the month,
23 on the Lough and 4 on the River. There was a good run & gihloughout the month, despite the periods of low
water on the river and this was reflected in catches. a@eesize of salmon for the month was 5.091b. The run of sea
trout was very disappointing for the month.

It was great to see Arthur Duplan, a 10 year old visitings$wngler catch his first ever salmon. The fish
weighed 5lb and was caught on the fly no less from the Loughvi#s lovely to see since his parents had informed us
his dream was to catch a salmon when in Ireland. Withoastline, salmon are not easy to come by in Switzd¥la
John Doherty who guided young Arthur also recorded anothegriidle caught on the fly. Liam McAuley recorded 2
grilse caught from the river on the™2F he fish weighed 4 & 8lb with one of these released. steracorded grilse of
5, 8 & 7lb caught from the river on the"2@9" & 30" respectively. | accounted for 2 grilse to 8lb caughthe fly
from the river and released. There were numerous reodrgingle grilse caught.

September.

The month was a big improvement on the rest of the summén. piénty of rainfall there were good water
levels throughout the month. In fact the river was too biglcertain days! The fishery was somewhat busier with 50
visiting rods fishing, 47 on the Lough and 3 on the river. Ayersize of salmon for the month was 6.30Ib.

Given here is a selection of the catches. Francey Murpbyded 2 grilse caught on th& day of the month. The fish
weighed 4 & 7%lb and were caught from the river on a spinneth®#8", Liam McAuley recorded a lovely 10lb
salmon caught from the River (Fox’s Pool) on the fly. OndheEdward Dewael recorded a 7Ib salmon caught from
the Lough on the fly and hooked and lost a further 3! On tReAdrian O’Donnell and Liam Boylan fishing from the
same boat recorded salmon of 8 & 9lb caught on the spinnee iWeee numerous records of single fish caught.

OFFICIALLY RECORDED SALMON 10LB or OVER 2006

CAPTOR DATE LOCATION METHOD WEIGHT
John Hanna 2" June Lough Fly 15lb
Anthony O’Malley Daly 27" May Lough Spinner 12Ib
David Martin 10" June Lough Spinner 12Ib
Anthony O'Malley Daly| 14" June Lough Fly 12lb
John Wilson 23 June Lough Spinner 12lb
John Hanna 10" May Lough Spinner 11Ib
Adrian O’Donnell 30" July Lough ? 11lb
Liam McAuley 29" August River Fly 10lb

Average overall weight of salmon for the season wastlxa.00Ib.



MOST POPULAR METHOD

R This is calculated based on the recorded salmon cauging wie lure was stated. The fl
was the most popular method with 57.5% of the salmon cauygtiie same. The remainin
42.5% were caught on the spinner. No salmon were recordeddakée worm.

ILLEGAL METHODS
Anglers are reminded that shrimp, prawn and roe baitslegalil any angler found using illegal baitgl|
be prosecuted.

ESKE FISH COUNTER
B o

The fish counter installed is a three-channel redtigt{Logie) Fish Counter
installed on a dual crump weir with a central fish pasgler low flow
conditions, fish passage is restricted to the centrapfsis. During higher
water conditions the two crump weirs automatically commérgging any

fish passage once sufficient water is spilling over the faees. To assess the
performance of the counter, one of the crump weirs laandéntral fish pass is
monitored by cameras to verify readings of fish passingtbeaweir. The
design of the weirs and fish pass ensures fish swine ttothe electrodes when
ascending or descending the counter. Electrodes are sehersiorface of the
crump weirs and fish pass. The electrodes register tlezetiffe in the
resistivity as a fish passes over them. The countet stpresent to record any fish of 35cm or longer. BDoater

will record salmon or sea trout of this length or ovidre counter recalibrates itself every half hour to tat@account
changing environmental conditions such as water height and ezateuctivity due to floods etc.

Total counts for 2006

Date Up Down 860

January 12 65 L O uF W DouN

February 1 20 500 | M

March 7 63 -

April 34 40 400 -

May 43 11 I

June 5 0 e I

July 51 4

August 323 19 |

September 509 35 160

October 89 27 ! ] [l

November 81 30 O

December 46 87 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
1201 381

Monthly counts, up and downstream

SALMON TAGGING SCHEME

All anglers are legally required to tag and record &thea and any sea trout over 40cm in length.
Each angler will be issued 1 to 5 plastic gill tags atabbook when they purchase a salmon & sea
trout rod licence.
All salmon and any sea trout over 40cm in length must be taggeddiately and recorded in the
logbook. Any farmed salmon caught by an angler is considered to bedaFisfi” and should be
tagged. It is an offence to be in possession of an untagged s@ns@a trout over 40cm) on the
riverbank or elsewhere.
Tags must be inserted through the gills and mouth andedgdxed. It is an offence to be in

‘ possession of a salmon or sea trout over 40cm thatagged. The tag number, size of fish and catch
location must be entered into the logbook. Loghbooks mustdzke available to authorised fisheries officers quest.
Anglers found with untagged fish or failing to produce a logbmdicence on request will be issued withamthe spot fine of
€65 or prosecuted.
Extra tags are issued when an angler produces their logbtzkndetheir catch & usage of Tags. If a logbook or tagdast or
damaged the loss or damage must be reported to an auttubsisibditor.
Logbooks and unused tags must be returned to the N.R.F.Rithin a period of 21 days from the date of the expyr of the
license.




CONSERVATION of SALMON / SEA TROUT STOCKS & ROD ANGL ING QUOTAS.

There is an angling bag limit of 10 fish per angler of salifany size) or sea trout (over 40cm) per sedsaject to the

maximum annual bag limit of 10 fish an angler may take:

« Atotal of 1 salmon (any size) or sea trout (over 40tom the start of the season to thd' May (1 fish in total may be
retained for this period).

« 3 salmon (any size) or sea trout (over 40cm) per day ¥&hMay to 3£ August.

« 1 salmon (any size) or sea trout (over 40cm) per day fhenf' September to the end of the season dhStptember.

After the daily bag limit has been taken, anglers are iftexdrto fish catch and releassing single, barbless hooks and there is a
ban on the use of worms.

This basically means that anglers are limited tinkjl10 salmon per year or less if sea trout of moae #0cm are killed since
these are included in the 10 fish allowed per year.

ESKE FISHERY DEVELOPMENT

The Northern Regional Fisheries Board has carried outamwent work on the Eske

® Fishery since 1995. This includes the purchase of the privetefghe fishery from Lord

- Arran including the purchase and withdrawal of netting sigit the Eske estuary. The
board, jointly with the Eske Angling Association, has impobaagling access on the
fishery. This consists of the provision of stiles, walkweatgsand the provision of a disabled
angling section at the Mill Pool. In -stream habitat béitation has been undertaken. This
consists of creation of angling pools and refurbishment afisipg and juvenile salmonid areas. A dedicated angling
centre has been constructed on the shores of Lough E§iké. pass has been constructed on the Lowerymore River
(main tributary feeding the lough) at the impassable faliseatVhite Goat’s Island. This has practically doublesl t
available spawning for salmon and sea trout. The LoweryRimex above this pass has been seeded over 4 years with
indigenous un-fed salmon fry reared in a purpose built hatclary work is still ongoing and is undertaken as
necessary.

In 2006 a fish ladder was constructed alongside the BorlandPBshand fish can now ascend the Lowerymore River
more easily. Leading up to winter, good numbers of sakvere seen ascending the ladder and this bodes well for the
establishment of a self sustaining population of salmon ib/gper Lowerymore Catchment.

ACCOMMODATION

HOTELS

* Harvey's Point Hotel, Lough Eske, Donegal, Co. Don€egglt. 074 9722208.
Email: info@harveyspoint.corivVeb: www.harveyspoint.com

e Mill Park Hotel, The Mullins, Donegal Town, Co. Donéggel: 074 9722880.
Email: info@millparkhotel.comWeb: www.millparkhotel.com

BED & BREAKFAST.

* Mrs Shona McNeice, Lakeland B & B, Birchill, Lough Esk®negal Town, Co. Donegal.
Tel & Fax: 074 9722481. Emailcneice@gofree.indigo.eb: www.lakelandbedandbreakfast.com
*  Mrs Noreen McGinty, The Arches Country House, Lough EBkaegal Town, Co. Donegal.
Tel & Fax: 074 9722029. Ema#rchescountryhse@eircom.igeb: www.archescountryhse.com
*  Mrs Mary McGinty, Ardeevin, Lough Eske, Barnesmore, RateCo. Donegal.
Tel & Fax: 074 9721790. Emadeanmcginty@eircom.net
* Ann McGlinchey, Eas Dun Lodge, Greenans, Lough Eske, DonégabDonegal.
Tel: 074 9722628 Emailnfo@easdunlodge.coweb: www.easdunlodge.com
* Avalon, The Haugh, Lough Eske, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal.
Tel: 074 9721949 Emaijustaggie@eircom.net
* Heeneys Lodge, Killymard, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal. 0&% 9723048.
Email: breda@heeneyslodge.caveb: www.heeneyslodge.com
* G. McGettigan, Rhu-Gorse, Lough Eske, Donegal, Co Don€ghl(074) 9721685.

SELF CATERING.

e Mairead McNulty, Heenys, Lough Eske, Co. Donegal. Tel: @721.746 & 087 7941234.
»  Corrakille House, Old Laghy Road, Donegal Town, Colddgegal. Tel: 074 9722052.
Fax: 074 9722468. Emaihartinpc@iol.ieWeb: www.corrakille-house.com
*  The Mullins, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal. Tel: 074 9723836 orA83B8209.
Email: ashwoodapts@eircom.net
e Cullionboy, Barnesmore, Co. Donegal. Tel: 074 9722298 or 086 3078282
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